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Introduction 
Changes in fire safety legislation since 1998 have resulted firstly in shifting the emphasis of fire safety towards fire prevention, and away from fire fighting and secondly placing greater ownership of fire safety within the hands of building managers and employers. Schools are required to carry out a fire risk assessment at least once a year and to help with this the Authority has provided a checklist proforma addressing all aspects of fire safety and fire prevention including arson. 

When are fire extinguishers needed? 
Fire extinguishers are needed when,

a. A fire is actually stopping someone from getting out of the building; or

b. Areas of high risk e.g. kitchens; or

c. When indicated by other guidance e.g. Fire Reform Order - every 200 square metres, CLEAPPS for science

The evacuation policy in schools quite rightly adopts the philosophy that life is more important than property, and therefore the building should be emptied as a priority over stopping to fight a fire. School premises are usually designed to allow an alternative exit from most parts of the building, should one exit be blocked. 

Single exits 
In some situations there may be only one way out, in which case a view needs to be taken on: 

1. How likely it is that something will go on fire to block that one door? 
2. Is the travel distance from the furthest part of the room to the door more than 18 metres? 

3. How often is the room used and by how many? 

4. What activities take place in the room? 

Kitchens 
It is recommended that kitchens continue with current provision of extinguishers and fire blankets as these are considered higher risk environments, and catering staff should be trained by their own managers in how to use the equipment. 

Science and Design and Technology 
Extinguishers should also be provided in woodworking, metalworking, food technology and science. Specific information on types of extinguisher can be provided by the Health and Safety team by telephoning 0151 511 7967 or 0151 511 8563 or refer to below.
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	Wood, paper, textiles and other carbon-aqueous materials.
	Flammable liquids, petrol’s and spirits.
	Flammable gasses. For example propane and butane.
	Fires involving burning metals.
	Fires caused by electrical equipment where electric current may be present.
	Cooking oil and fat. For example olive oil, maize oil, lard and butter.
	

	Water
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	Foam
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	Dry Powder
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	L2
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	CO2 Gas
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	Wet Chemical
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	Water Mist
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Review and Evaluation
In order to ensure that these guidelines continue to be effective and applicable to the Council, the program will be reviewed biennially by the Health & Safety Team and relevant stakeholders.

Conditions which might warrant a review of the guidelines on a more frequent basis would include:

· Changes to legislation;

· Employer or employee concern.

· An employee contracting Leptospirosis.

Following completion of any review, the program will be revised and/or updated in order to correct any deficiencies. Any changes to the program will be consulted through the relevant stakeholders.

Version Control

	Version Control
	Date Released
	Approved By
	Amendment

	1
	January 2010
	Health & Safety Team
	Document created – TD


	2
	August 2012
	Health & Safety Team
	Document reviewed and telephone numbers updated – LPR


	3
	August 2015
	Health & Safety Team
	Document reviewed and types of extinguishers added – LPR


	4
	August 2020
	Health & Safety Team
	Document reviewed, no changes – LPR
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