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1 Introduction 

The government has set out a plan to return life to as near normal as we can following the COVID 19 outbreak, for as many people as we can, as quickly and fairly as possible in order to safeguard livelihoods, but in a way that is safe and continues to protect our NHS. As we move into step two of the plan to rebuild, the most important thing we can all continue to do is to stay alert, control the virus, and, in doing so, save lives. The UK Government also introduced an act of parliament setting out a number of measures required in law. The act is known as the Coronavirus Act 2020.
2 Purpose

The Government has announced the intention to implement a phased return for early year’s settings and schools, and has provided guidance on the return of children to schools and childcare. Early years (aged 0-5), Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 groups will now be reopening from 1 June 2020, subject to local arrangements. From 15 June 2020, secondary schools and further education colleges will also prepare to begin some face to face support with Year 10 and 12 pupils.
This guidance is to assist in the area of social distancing.

3 Definitions

Social distancing, also called “physical distancing,” means keeping space between yourself and other people outside of your home. 

4 Roles and Responsibilities
Head teachers

Head teachers are responsible for ensuring appropriate policies, procedures and risk assessments are in place to allow the phased reopening of schools in a safe manner. Communications to staff of relevant documents and procedures are to be included on regular briefings to ensure a consistent approach to a safe reopening. Building surveys must be actioned to ensure correct social distancing signage is in place.
All other staff 
All employees have a responsibility for themselves and others under health & safety law and must abide by their employers policies and procedures. 
Health & Safety at Work act etc 1974.
5 Instructions

Anyone can spread the virus even if they do not have symptoms. Staying 2m apart where possible lessens the risk of transmission. Keeping children and staff in dedicated groups or bubbles can  reduce the risk of a major outbreak.
5.1.1 Do

· Stay at least 2 metres (3 steps) away from anyone you do not live with when outside your home.
· Wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds.
· Use hand sanitizer gel, if soap and water are not available

· Wash your hands as soon as you get home
· Wash hands before and after activities e.g. welfare breaks, break time, lunch, sports or similar.
· Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze.
· Put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards

· If you can, wear something that covers your nose and mouth when it's hard to stay away from people, such as in shops or on public transport.
· No hugging or physical contact, touching of hair etc. unless required due to emergency situation, then appropriate PPE must be worn e.g. first aid treatment – taking into consideration younger children, use of ‘Bubble Groups’ etc.
· No sharing of items such as pens, pencils, toys, drink bottles etc.

5.1.2 Don't

· Do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your hands are not clean
· Touch other people’s hair, face or eyes.
6 Related Documents

Covid19 Return to school risk assessment.
Coronavirus (COVID-19): implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings.

Government guidelines at www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings.

7 References
Health & Safety at Work Act etc 1974

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/social-distancing/what-you-need-to-do/
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