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CHILD CAR SEAT REGULATIONS 2008


Law for Children up to 3 years old:

In the Front Seat

The child MUST use the correct child restraint

Note it is now illegal to use a rear-ward facing child restraint in a vehicle seat protected by an active front airbag

In the Rear Seat

The child must use the correct child restraint.     

In a licensed taxi or licensed hire car, if a child restraint is NOT available then the child may travel unrestrained in the rear of the vehicle.  This is the ONLY EXCEPTION for children under three years of age and has been introduced for practical rather than safety reasons.  You should always try to make sure that an appropriate seat is available. It is the driver’s responsibility to ensure that the child is correctly restrained.

The laws for Children over 3 and up to EITHER 1.35 metres in height OR until their 12th birthday (whichever is first) requires;

In the Front Seat
The child MUST use the correct child restraint.

In the Rear Seat

The Child MUST use the correct restraint, where seat belts are fitted.

There are 3 exemptions where a child in this category does not need to use a child restraint. In each case the child MUST use the adult belt instead:

1. In a licensed taxi or private hire vehicle (note that taxi’s arranged for pupils through HBC Transport will not be classed as an exemption as the journeys are regular). Transport will arrange for the correct restraint to be provided.

2. If the child is travelling on a short distance for reason of unexpected necessity

3. If there are two occupied child restraints in the rear which prevent fitment of a third.

It is the driver’s legal responsibility to ensure that the child is correctly restrained. 

The law for Children over 1.35 metres in height, or who are 12 or 13 years old

In the Front Seat

The adult seat belt MUST be worn if available

In the Rear Seat

The adult seat belt MUST be worn if available

It is the driver’s legal responsibility to ensure that the child is correctly restrained. 

Passengers over 14 years old

When travelling in the front or rear seat, an adult seatbelt MUST be worn, if available.

It is the responsibility of the individual passenger to ensure that they are wearing the seatbelt
Rearward Facing Child Seats

It is illegal to use a rear-ward facing child restraint in a vehicle seat which is protected by an active front airbag. Even where the airbag has been deactivated there could still be some charge left in the device.

If you have a forward facing child seat in the front passenger and there is an airbag present, make sure that the car seat is as far back as possible and the child seat is securely held to maximise the distance between the child and the airbag. 
From April 2015 the government updated its law on Height-based car seats called ‘i-Size’ seats.  These are where the seat must be rear facing in the rear of the vehicle until the child is over 15 months old.  The child can use a forward-facing car seat when they’re over 15 months old.  You must check to make sure it’s suitable for the height of the child.
The new European standard for child car seats, known as i-Size, forms part of new regulation ECE R129.
The R129 – or (i-Size) regulation makes it mandatory for babies to stay in rear facing seats until they are 15 months old.  It will also change the way parents buy a new car seat – based on the child’s height rather than the current weight groups.

Note:-  these seats cannot be attached to a car using a seatbelt, therefore the car must have ISOfix points in the car in the rear seats, or you would not be able to use the new i-Size seat in the car.
Weight-based seats.
* Approx. ages to weights

	Child’s Weight
	Group
	Seats

	0kg to 9kg (birth to 6 months)*
	0
	Lie-flat or ‘lateral’ baby carrier, or rear-facing baby seat using a harness

	0kg to 13kg

(birth to 12/15 months)*
	0+
	Rear-facing baby carrier or rear-facing baby seat using a harness

	9kg to 18kg

(9mnths – 4 yrs.)*
	1
	Rear or forward-facing baby seat using a harness or safety shield

	15kg to 36kg

(4 yrs. – 12 yrs.)*  
	2 and 3
	Rear or forward-facing child car seat (high-backed booster seat or booster cushion) using a seat belt, harness or safety shield.


Buses, Coaches, Minibuses, Vans, and Goods Vehicles
Front Seats

The law requires children (and adults) travelling in the front of all vehicles, including vans, buses, coaches, minibuses and goods vehicles to use an appropriate child restraint or adult seat belts. 

Rear Seats in Small Minibuses

Passengers sitting in the rear of minibuses that have an unladen weight of 2,540 kg or less must wear the seat belts that are provided. It is the driver’s responsibility to ensure that :

· children under 3 years of age use an appropriate child restraint if available.

· children aged between 3 and 11 years, under 1.35 metres tall use an appropriate child restraint if available, or if not available, wear the seat belt, if available.

· children aged 12 and 13 years (and younger children who are 1.35 metres or taller) use the seat belt, if available.

Passengers over the age of 14 years in smaller minibuses are legally responsible for wearing a seat belt themselves.

Rear Seats in Larger Minibuses

Passengers over the age of 14 MUST wear seat belts in the rear of larger minibuses (over 2,540 kg unladen weight). However, all passengers are strongly advised to wear seat belts or the correct child seat on all journeys.

Rear Seats in Coaches

Passengers over the age of 14 MUST wear seat belts in the rear coaches. However, all passengers are strongly advised to wear seat belts or the correct child seat on all journeys.
Legal Penalties
If you are convicted of failing to wear a seat belt as a driver or passenger, you could face a fine of up to £500.

As a driver, if you are convicted of failing to ensure that a child passenger is using an appropriate child restraint or wearing a seat belt according to the legal requirements described above, you could face a fine of up to £500.

In addition to the legal penalties, failure to wear a seat belt or failure to ensure that a child passenger uses an appropriate child restraint or wears a seat belt according to the legal requirements described above, could affect any claims against your motor insurance cover.

You could also face civil proceedings for damages, if (for example) you failed to safely carry someone else's child.

Seek guidance from Transportation Division as below. 

Any queries concerning models of child restraint should be forwarded to Transportation on   0151 511 7809 or the Road Safety Unit on 0151 511 7616
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